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Case Name: 

Noel et al. v. New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission et al.

Court: 
Filed in the United States Federal Court, Southern District of New York.
Filed on January 13, 2011  

Case No. 11-CV-00237-GBD 

The Honorable George B. Daniels presiding. 
Case Type: 

Class action lawsuit for injunctive relief and declaratory relief.  Plaintiffs do not seek damages.    

Claims: 

Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and the New York City Human Rights Law.

Plaintiffs: 
United Spinal Association, 504 Democratic Club, Taxis for All Campaign, and 
Disabled In Action. All these organizations advocate on behalf of people with disabilities and each has been lobbying for an accessible taxi fleet for over a decade.
Defendants: 
New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission and David Yassky in his official capacity as chairman and commissioner of the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission.  

Plaintiffs’ Counsel:  

Disability Rights Advocates is a non-profit legal organization which, for nearly twenty years, has specialized in impact class action litigation on behalf of people with all types of disabilities.  Disability Rights Advocates litigates nationally and has offices in New York City and Berkeley, California.

Outten & Golden is a leader in individual and class action employment discrimination litigation in New York City.
Questions and Answers:

Q:
What is the basis of the lawsuit?

A:
Plaintiffs sued the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) because only 1.8% of all yellow medallion taxicabs are accessible to wheelchair users.  Plaintiffs maintain that such a small percentage of accessible taxicabs does not provide “meaningful access” for persons using wheelchairs and that, under the Americans with Disabilities Act, the TLC must require more taxicabs to be accessible to wheelchair users.
Q:
What is an accessible taxicab?
A:
An accessible taxicab is legally defined under the Americans with Disabilities Act as having certain features such as a ramp that allow a person using a wheelchair to remain in their wheelchair while entering and exiting the vehicle.

Q: 
What does it mean that Plaintiffs are seeking “meaningful access”? 

A: 
“Meaningful access” would allow persons using wheelchairs to able to hail a taxicab like everyone else.  What percentage of taxicabs must be accessible for this to happen still needs to be determined.  What is clear, however, is that more than 1.8% of taxicabs must be accessible to wheelchair users in New York City.  Plaintiffs maintain, however, that no current taxicabs will need to be taken off the road to achieve meaningful access.  All Plaintiffs seek is for accessible taxis to be rolled into the fleet as older taxis are retired and replaced. 

Q: 
Won’t this be a burden on taxicab medallion owners? 

A:  
For individual driver medallion owners, there are multiple tax deductions and tax credits available under both Federal and State law which can lessen or eliminate costs associated with transitioning to accessible taxicabs.  However, the majority of medallions are owned by multi-million dollar corporate entities which can easily absorb the minimal cost of accessibility.  In addition, the TLC and City of New York make billions of dollars from the sales of medallions, a small portion of which could be used to subsidize any additional costs to the medallion owners.  
