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CALIFORNIA COURT OF APPEAL ASKED TO PROTECT SOCIAL SAFETY NET AND OVERTURN THE GOVERNOR’S GRAB AT UNCHECKED POWER
A broad coalition of people with disabilities, community clinics and domestic violence survivors filed a brief today with the California Court of Appeal responding to the Governor’s assertion that he has unbounded authority over the state’s finances.  The coalition asked the Court to overturn many of the Governor’s line-item vetoes.  
“In exercising his line-item veto authority on spending reductions that were not items of appropriation, the Governor essentially took on the role of the Legislature,” said Derek Milosavljevic, an attorney from Kirkland & Ellis LLP, which is representing the plaintiffs in the suit pro bono along with non-profit organizations.  “The Governor has twice asked the voters of California for unchecked authority to regulate spending and twice they denied him.  His response was to take that power anyway and he is now asking the Court of Appeal to give him the power the voters would not.”
More than a legal squabble over what is an “appropriation” as defined by the courts, the case challenges $318 million in unlawful cuts to vital social services.  “Domestic violence shelters have been forced to close their doors, children are losing their health insurance, and parents of children with developmental and other intellectual disabilities are losing their respite care hours,” said Barbara Siegel, Managing Attorney of Neighborhood Legal Services, one of the non-profits also representing plaintiffs.  “These cuts are absolutely devastating to the most vulnerable people in California.”
Stories regarding the impacts of the cuts on the disabled, domestic violence survivors, community clinics, and others are being collected in an online story bank on the Unite to Protect  the Safety Net website at www.probono.net/unite.
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