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ORAL ARGUMENT TO BE HEARD CHALLENGING GOVERNOR SCHWARZENEGGER’S LINE-ITEM VETO CUTS OF $318 MILLION TO DISABILITY PROGRAMS 
WHAT:
Oral Argument 
 

WHO:

Before California Court of Appeal  

WHERE:    
First Appellate District, Court of Appeal of the State of California, 350 McAllister Street, San Francisco, CA 94102   
WHEN: 
Tuesday, December 15, 2009, 9:30 a.m.    
Oral argument will be heard before the California Court of Appeal in a lawsuit that challenges Governor Schwarzenegger’s use of the line item veto to make drastic cuts in programs serving California’s most at-risk citizens. A broad coalition of low-income individuals, healthcare clinics, and disability support centers filed the lawsuit in August 2009 to challenge the Governor’s cuts using his line-item veto authority. The Governor’s line-item vetoes drastically reduce millions of dollars in needed services and threaten the lives of those with disabilities, children, and many others.  
Those with significant disabilities may not receive the assistance they need with essential activities such as bathing because of the Governor’s overwhelming reductions in In Home Supportive Services (IHSS) funding. Children and adults are denied health care coverage as a result of cuts to community clinic funding. With a sweep of his pen the Governor has dismantled the safety net that was constructed over three decades to protect our most vulnerable populations.

The suit alleges that the Governor’s line item vetoes are invalid because they go beyond the limited veto powers granted to the Governor by California’s Constitution. Because his vetoes have no valid legal effect, the suit seeks an injunction restoring to the budget all funds the Governor purports to cut. Governor Schwarzenegger has asserted that there is no limit to his line-item veto authority when it comes to fiscally related legislation.  
